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Useful websites
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Leaving Certificate

The Leaving Certificate is a two year programme.  

Students study seven subjects for their Leaving Cert. 
Examination. 

Subjects can be taken at ordinary or higher level.



7 Exam Subjects

Core Subjects (4)

Irish, English, Maths, French or German

Optional Subjects  (3)

Biology,  Chemistry, Physics, Ag Science 

Accounting, Business, Economics 

History, Geography  Home Economics

Technology,  Music , Japanese, Art, PE



Subject Choice

Subjects

Essential subjects?

Vthat you are interested in and prepared to work at..

Vthat suit your strengths and talentsé

Particular combinationsé

Manner in which subject is assessedé



Grading Scheme 2017

points           Higher Level                   %              Ordinary Level         points

100                       H1 90 ɀ100                 O1 56

88                       H2 80  - 89                  O2 46

77                        H3 70 ɀ79                  O3 37         

66                       H4 60 ɀ69                 O4 28

56                       H5 50 ɀ59                 O5 20

46                       H6 40 ɀ49                 O6  12

37                        H7 30 ɀ39                  O7 0

0                       H8 0 ɀ29                  O8 0

+25 Bonus points  for H1 ɀH6 Maths

Foundation Maths F1 = 20, F2 = 12 (certain institutions)



Subject Requirements!

A Science subject required for 
entry to all medical, paramedical, 
nursing, science and engineering 
degrees.

Two Sciences are required in

TCD- Pharmacy,
Physiotherapy,          
HHD,Sciencesé  (2H4)
Med, Dent  (H3 & H4)

UCC-Med, Dent, Med & Health Sc,
Pharmacy (2H4)

UCAS

Chemistry  essential

Human Nutrition  TUD      H4
Dentistry UCC                  H4
Medicine UCC                   H4
Medical & Health Sc UCC   H4
Pharmacy UCC                 H4
Pharmacy TCD                 H4
Pharmacy RCSI                H5
Veterinary UCD                H5



Å Physics and Chemistry are more numerate sciences. In 
other words there are a lot more calculations, formulae 
and equations to be worked on. So ability in maths and a 
facility with numbers would be needed for these two.

Å Biology is more descriptive and involves a lot of learning 
of names and terms and parts.



Biology

Biology is the science of life and living things. It forms a 
knowledge base for careers ranging from Oceanography and 
Ecology to Medicine and Biotechnology. 

Students explore the world of living things from micro -organisms 
to humans.

Uses practical activity and investigation to develop skills     and 
knowledge. Topics such as DNA profiling / genetic screening, 
physiology and biotechnology

22 mandatory experiments, 3 examined (2)

Ecology field trip 5th yr (Portfolio)



Essential for:

ÅGenetics UCC   H4

ÅHuman Health & Disease

TCD  H4

Recommended for

ÅNursing (all)

ÅMedical & Health 
Sciences

ÅPublic Health Science

ÅBiomedical Science

ÅPsychology

Å Marine Science

Å Environmental Science

Å Biotechnology / Industrial 
Biochemistry

Å Food Science

Å Beauty Therapy

Å Horticulture

Å Agriculture

Å Athletic Therapy & Training

Å Health & Leisure / Physiology

Å Sport & Exercise Science

Å Medical Technology LIT

Å Clinical Technology LIT



Chemistry

ñé.Chemistry deals with the composition of matter, the laws of 
Chemical change and the relationship between the properties and 
composition of substances.

In other words it involves everything we use, wear, consume 
including medicines, plastic, preservatives etc.ò

Students have to learn the chemical components of 28 mandatory 
experiments. 2 questions on practical work must be answered on 
L.Cert paper.


